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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 1-23, 30-38 and 40-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stavely et al (6,717,075) in view of Henty (6,094,156). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Stavely teaches of a multi-sided input device for operating 
one or more electronic apparatuses (Figs. 1-3), the device comprising; at least three sets 
of input controls (Fig. 3), each set sufficient to operate at least one of the electronic 
apparatuses (col. 2, line 62-col. 3, line 8); a plurality of user-accessible surfaces (Fig. 2A, 
reference characters 210-214), the surfaces sized to contain substantially all of the input 
controls of a corresponding set (col. 2, lines 62-col. 3, line 8). 

However, Stavely does not precisely teach of one of the electronic apparatuses 
comprising a computer. 

Henty teaches of a multi-sided input device for operating more than two 
electronic apparatuses wherein one of the electronic apparatuses comprises a computer 
(col. 2, lines 2-7, Fig. 2B and col. 4, lines 51-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have computer input controls, as taught by Henty, in the 
device of Stavely to provide a full function remote control system, that controls both a 
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TV and a PC, which is not cumbersome nor intrusive on the Uving room environment 
(see Henty, col. 2, lines 3-7). 

Regarding claim 12, Stavely teaches means of operatively connecting a selected 
one of the sets of input controls to a corresponding electronic apparatus (Stavely does not 
specifically mention means for operatively connecting a set of input controls to a 
corresponding electronic apparatus. Stavely refers to a remote control (see col. 2, line 
61). It is inherent for a remote control to have means (IR, radio, etc.) for operatively 
connecting a selected one of the input controls to a corresponding electronic apparatus. 

Regarding claim 13, Stavely teaches of the connecting means comprising a 
gravity switch responding to rotation of the device to activate a set of input controls in a 
user-accessible position (col. 2, lines 35-40). 

Regarding claims 14 and 38, Stavely does not precisely teach of the input device 
operating two different software applications on the computer. 

Henty teaches of one of the input devices including a conventional QWERTY 
keyboard and a mouse, etc. 

Although Henty is silent as to the computer input controls operating two different 
software applications, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the PC or computer input controls being used for at 
least two software applications on the computer, in the combined device of Stavely and 
Henty because it is overwhelmingly known in the art of PCs and their peripheral input 
devices that such input devices, as mentioned above, operate at least two, if not an 
unlimited number of software applications on the computer. 
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Regarding claim 15, Stavely teaches of the surfaces on which the sets of input 
controls are disposed are substantially planar (see Fig. 2C, reference characters 212, 214). 

Regarding claim 16, Stavely teaches of the input device comprising a housing 
with an outer surface, and the user-accessible surfaces are arranged to face outwardly 
along the outer surface of the housing (see Fig. lA, reference characters 210-214). 

Regarding claim 17, Stavely teaches of the input device having a somewhat 
block-shaped form, the surfaces on which the sets of input controls are disposed 
comprising faces of the block-like form (see Fig. 2B). 

Regarding claim 18, Stavely, further, teaches of four sets of input controls, 
wherein the input device has two opposite end faces and four side faces, the user- 
accessible surfaces on which the input controls are disposed corresponding to the four 
side faces (see Figs. 2B and 3, and col. 2, line 61-coI. 3, line 19). 

Regarding claims 19, 30-37, and 41-43, Stavely teaches of the input controls 
comprising an alphanumeric keyboard, a stereo remote, and a TV remote (see col. 1, lines 
14-20). 

However, Stavely does not specifically teach of a game controller, or console, and 
a CD/DVD . 

Henty teaches of a game controller, or console (col. 1, lines 9-12) and CD/DVD 
(col 3, lines 51-55). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the game controller or the CD/DVD controller, as 
taught by Henty, as two of the input controls in the device of Stavely because game 
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systems and CD/DVD systems are welMcnown in the art of entertainment devices to be 
controlled by a remote control (col. 1, lines 9-12 and col. 3, lines 51-55). 

Regarding claim 20, Stavely teaches of a multi-media system, the system having a 
plurality of electronic subsystems for reading or processing information from 
corresponding information sources (col. 1, lines 16-19 and col. 2, lines 59-66), the 
subsystems selected from a group consisting of a television, stereo, etc, (col. 1, lines 17- 
18) the system further comprising a multi-sided input device for operating the plurality of 
subsystems (Figs. 1-3), the input device comprising input controls grouped into sets 
sufficient to operate at least one corresponding electronic subsystem (col. 2, lines 61-66), 
the device further comprising a plurality of user activatable surfaces, the surfaces sized to 
contain substantially all of the input controls of a corresponding set (col. 2, lines 61-66). 

However, Stavely does not precisely teach of at least one subsystem comprising a 
computer. 

Henty teaches of a multi-sided input device for operating more than two 
electronic apparatuses wherein one of the electronic apparatuses, or subsystems 
comprises a computer (col. 2, lines 2-7, Fig. 2B and col. 4, lines 51-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have computer input controls, as taught by Henty, in the 
device of Stavely to provide a full function remote control system, that controls both a 
TV and a PC, which is not cumbersome nor intrusive on the living room environment 
(see Henty, col. 2, lines 3-7). 

Regarding claim 21, Stavely teaches of a two-sided remote having TV controls on 
one side and controls for the electronic subsystem on the other side (col. 2, lines 61-66), 
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Regarding claim 22, Stavely does not precisely teach of the input device 
comprising two sets of input controls, one for the computer and one for the different 
electronic subsystem. 

Henty teaches of the input device comprising two sets of input controls, one for 
the computer and one for the different electronic subsystem (col. 3, lines 49-55 and col. 
4, lines 51-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the computer input control subsystem and a 
different set of input control subsystem, as taught by Henry, in the device of Stavely to 
provide a full function remote control system, that controls both a TV and a PC, which is 
not cumbersome nor intrusive on the living room environment (see Henty, col. 2, lines 3- 
7). 

Regarding claim 23, Stavely does not precisely teach of the set of input controls 
for the computer comprising an alphanumeric keyboard. 

Henty teaches that the set of input controls for the computer comprising an 
alphanumeric keyboard (Fig. 2B, reference character 48, and col. 4, lines 51-62). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the keyboard as part of the computer control set of 
inputs because keyboards are overwhelmingly known in the arts of PC input devices to be 
used for inputting info in a computer. 
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3. Claims 29 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stavely et al (6,717,075) in view of Henty (6,094,156) as applied to claims 11,14, 20 and 
38 above, and further in view of Masakasu (JP 60095624 A). 

Regarding claims 29 and 39, further, Stavely, as anticipated by Henry, does not 
specifically teach of comprising two corresponding sets of input controls for the two 
different software applications. 

Masakasu teaches of two corresponding sets of input controls for the two different 
software applications (see Constitution, lines 1-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have two input controls for two different software applications, as 
taught by Masakasu, in the combined device of Stavely and Henty, so that the desired 
keyboard, related to the specific software, can be operated optionally (Constitution, lines 
1-10), and it is more economic to have two input devices in the same module, and two 
different languages or softwares can be used with the same input device. 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1 1 and 20 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ricardo L. Osorio whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7676. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:00 
A.M. to 5:30 P.M. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Bipin Shalwala whose telephone number is 571-272-7681. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

571-273-8300 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window at 
the Randolph Building, 401, Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
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more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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